[image: image1.png]E—%
Staten Tsland ADVANCE cecrwsivey on sitive.com





Redistricting plan would neither help nor hurt Staten Island Rep. Grimm

By Tom Wrobleski Staten Island Advance 

March 12, 2012, 6:51 PM

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- Albany lawmakers could vote on new state Legislature district lines on Wednesday, but the shape of the state's congressional districts is still up in the air.

While a few thousand more Democratic voters would be added to the mix, proposed new lines for the Staten Island/Brooklyn congressional district do not give Democrats any new advantage in the campaign to unseat GOP Rep. Michael Grimm.

"There's no change in the district's character," said one top Dem. "It's still a swing district. No one's throwing a party over it. We're OK with it."

Republicans pointed out that the congressional district has always contained more registered Democrats than Republicans; with one, two-year interruption, the GOP has held the Island congressional seat since 1981.

"The registration never matches what the vote is," one Republican said.

The proposed lines come from U.S. Magistrate Roanne Mann, who was named special master of the once-a-decade congressional redistricting process after the state Legislature failed to come up with maps.

The proposed Grimm district, which under Judge Mann's plan is called the 11th Congressional District instead of the 13th, would include all of Gravesend and Dyker Heights in Brooklyn.

In addition, parts of Homecrest and Midwood in Kings County, once part of Democratic Rep. Jerrold Nadler's district, would go to Grimm.

The district would continue to contain all of the Island.

If approved, between 5,000 and 7,000 Democrats would be added to the district, not thought to be enough to threaten Grimm. And some of that would be offset because a piece of Borough Park, home to conservative Orthodox Jews, would be given to Grimm.

The campaign of Democrat Mark Murphy, running against Grimm this year, said the proposed new lines would not alter Murphy's strategy.

"The proposed new lines may modestly increase Democratic enrollment," said campaign spokesman Nathan Smith, "but after two years of broken promises and failure, they really don't make a huge difference against an incumbent who has proven repeatedly that he is out of touch, out of ideas, and come November, out of time."

Grimm was not immediately available for comment, according to his office.

And the increased number of Dems that could be added to the district will likely not be enough to entice another big-name party member into the race. With a federal judge moving the congressional primary up to June 26, candidate nominating petitions are set to hit the street next Tuesday.

New York must go from 29 congressional seats to 27 because of population shifts nationwide, according to the 2010 Census. Although New York State's population jumped 2.1 percent from 2000-2010, it was not enough to keep pace with greater increases in the South and the West.

The Legislature is still looking to draw congressional lines of its own. 

Meanwhile, Senate and Assembly members could vote on new lines for their own districts on Wednesday.

With few overall changes proposed, Island officials had pronounced themselves satisfied with their new district lines, issued earlier this year. Island districts were unaffected by those minor tweaks, lawmakers here said.

Faced with criticism from Gov. Andrew Cuomo, the Senate and Assembly issued new lines over the weekend, including slight changes to some districts. 

Lawmakers are also crafting a constitutional amendment that would hand redistricting to an independent panel beginning in 2021.

Cuomo called Senate and Assembly redistricting plans hyper-partisan and hyper-political. He has threatened to veto the lines. 

"We feel we addressed a lot of the concerns that have been raised by the governor's office," said state Sen. Andrew Lanza (R-Staten Island), a regional chair of the redistricting effort. "And we feel there has been a meeting of the minds with the Senate and Assembly."

Assemblyman Lou Tobacco (R-South Shore) said that the constitutional amendment should take care of any worries about districts being drawn to protect incumbents.

"That's where the real reform is," he said.

Assemblyman Matthew Titone (D-North Shore) said he is concerned that Cuomo appears to be combining redistricting with the governor's plan to create a new pension tier.

Many Assembly Democrats aren't sold on Cuomo's pension reform plan.

"That's real problematic," said Titone. "People are going to vote 'no' if that's the only bill out there."
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